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Press release / July 2014


Premiere in the Baltics
Tartu Bridge, Tartu / Estonia
The bypass round the city of Tartu is a large-scale infrastructure project now under construction. In terms of formwork engineering, bridging the Emajõgi River is one of the project's biggest challenges. It was formworking expertise amassed over decades that brought this contract to Doka.
The steadily increasing volume of traffic in and around Tartu, second largest city in Estonia with a population of about 100,000, requires new approaches – in this case a new road network to keep urban traffic flowing. This road-building project faced a number of topographical hurdles, chief among which is undoubtedly the crossing of the Emajõgi River. To meet this challenge lead contractor K-MOST AS turned once again to Austrian formwork experts Doka, a company it has cooperated with over many years. The Doka engineers' response to the challenge was a premiere in the Baltic region. 
The new-build Tartu Bridge will be 400 m long overall and 15.5 m wide. Most of the formworking can be done on compacted riverbank subsoil with the load-bearing towers Staxo 100. The river itself cannot be dammed or even diverted however, so shoring over the full span is not an option. And so a high-performing Doka cantilever forming traveller debuted in a Baltic state to throw the 55-metre middle section of the bridge across the waters. The concreting sections are 5.1 m long. Doka formwork instructors were in attendance to coordinate setup and familiarise the site crew with the procedures. A formwork instructor was also on site for the cantilever forming traveller's first advance, to make sure that everything went smoothly. From the second concreting section on the site crew was well able to take charge of the advancing procedure without further assistance. The cantilever forming traveller will be on site for only a very short time, so the project owner benefits from the Doka Group's rental model. Instead of being bought outright, the formwork system is simply hired for the duration. Usage of the formwork system is billed by the day and the equipment is returned as soon as the job is done. 

Doka has a branch in Estonia, so formwork engineers were always on call to answer queries. Moreover, communication in the local language facilitated technical instruction for the entire construction crew. This major infrastructure project is scheduled for completion by the end of 2015. 
About Doka:
Doka is a world leader in developing, manufacturing and distributing formwork technology for use in all fields of the construction sector. With more than 160 sales and logistics facilities in over 70 countries, the Doka Group has a highly efficient distribution network which ensures that equipment and technical support are provided swiftly and professionally. An enterprise forming part of the Umdasch Group, the Doka Group employs a worldwide workforce of more than 6000.
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The Tartu Bridge over the Emajõgi is being constructed with load-bearing towers Staxo 100 and a Doka cantilever forming traveller.
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A Doka cantilever forming traveller is being used for the first time in the Baltic region on the Tartu Bridge build.
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Doka formwork instructors were in attendance to coordinate setup and familiarise the site crew with the procedures.
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